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2:02 PM 

Friday, February 6, 2015 
TR-DE talk. 

Did Stalin or successors ever plan to take over West Europe? 

Only in blitzkrieg planning of late Sixties, in response to flexible response (!!! 

NATO's fear of McNamara!): when it seemed possible that there would be no nuclear 
response, or it would be delayed, or subject to political decision. They built up to 
exploit this opportunity; which they foresaw only in response to a war started by 
Europe. BUT that might have been provoked by an uprising in East Europe, joined 
by national forces, followed by Western intervention. 

TR.SU had a domino theory, that if any particular member of Warsaw pact withdrew 
from the Pact, it could have a cascading domino effect (especially if it included East 
Germany. In effect, this did happen. Romania did withdraw. (Earlier, Tito). Albania 
had independent policy. 

But in uprisings, the issue of leaving the Pact did arise: Hungary; Czechoslovakia? 
Poland, 1956,1980? Brezhnev: If any tries to leave, that will be put down by SU 
forces. 

SU Fear of WWII, and spirit of German revenge (revanchist: revenge 
defeat/humiliation and restore lost territories. (French, after Franco-Prussian War; 
Germany after WWI; Stalin fear of German revanchism after WWII. (exaggerated 
fear of actual German attitudes.) 

Russia had reason to fear independent right-wing regimes in East Europe, a channel 
for German attack again (note Napoleon, as well as WWI and WWII), and for 
Western incursions against USSR (see Wisner insurgent forces in East Europe, 
Albania, which Russians knew about through Philby and others.) 

And that's true today! To some degree, more unstable today: shifting borders, 
shifting NATO. (Scholars today in international relations are ignoring how close US 
and SU came to war in last century; and now). 

The analogy of Putin in eastern Ukraine to Hitler and the Sudetenland (Hillary) have 
been basis. Reclaiming lost territory. Putin is supporting proxy war (unlike Hitler). 
Putin is not Hitler. 

US inclined to support and supply arms to Ukraine: possible US/R conflict over 
Ukraine, in context of expansion of NATO. (Does US show any openness to a non- 
aligned Ukraine, not part of NATO? Not apparently. 
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Wallerstein thinks Merkel is inclined to cut a deal with Putin after the election. 

What the US is concerned about is an alliance between Germany, France and Russia. 
Putin wants a Eurasian alliance vs. Atlanticist division (combining best of both 
worlds of fascism and communism (!). 


[Shanghai Cooperation Organization, about 2000, started by Russia to minimize US 
hegemony and power by independent ties of trade and energy, independent of US. 

Now US is dominant in alliance both in Asia and Europe; 

If Germany, France and Moscow develop closer relations together (Putin may want 
to break up the European Union, have countries France, Germany cooperate with 
Russia rather than the US; 

Baltics want permanent NATO military presence in the Baltics, bases. TR bets 
Ukraine and the east NATO countries want NATO commitment, 

Escalatory arms race is possible: SDI in Poland, Czechoslovakia, training exercises. 

Prospect of armed conflict between Russia/rebels and US/NATO/Ukraine. 

Dollar auction: where will it stop? When will Putin say, "This must stop”? (erosion 
of USSR, which has not necessarily stopped). 

Coompare: Khrushchev's threats when he was at a military disadvantage compared 
to US. It didn’t work for Khrushchev, but he believed for a time that they were 
effective. (Bluffs). 

Russia is working with forces in Crimea and eastern Ukraine, but how much control 
do they have over them? 

Pivot of what Timothy Snyder called "The Bloodlands”: Ukraine. 

Russians feel they are faced with another loss, in Ukraine: (West exploited popular 
unrest in western Ukraine against Russian-aligned government). 

Question of relative influence over Germany, now allied with US and European 
Union (Nuland: Fuck the EU (not, fuck Russia: US interests first, vs. EU, a more 
aggressive US policy rather than a cautious, neutral approach. 

Before WWI, part of Ukraine in Austro-Hungarian Empire, (and parts of what later 
became Romania; now parts of Romania are part of contemporary Ukraine): 

After WWI, Ukraine became part of USSR (Austro-Hungarian Empire fell apart; part 
of Ukraine became Romania in 1919; now back in Ukraine). (Russia went into 
Ukraine during Civil War). 
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US has a more aggressive position regarding Ukraine than does Germany or EU (and 
tapping Merkel's phone didn’t help). A US-oriented Ukraine gives US more influence 
over EU and Germany. (Putin speaks German; Merkel speaks Russian.) 

Wallerstein: widespread belief in Russia about a US conspiracy to drive down oil 
prices, weaken Russia. 

TR: (If you look at the situation before WWI and today, you see a similar 
unwillingness of the dominant powers controlling the system to consider the 
security concerns of the other Great Powers. (UK and France not willing to take into 
account security considerations of Germany but especially Austria-Hungary). 
(Austrian fear of erosion because of Serbia, and unconcern by Germany; in fear of 
losing more and more. In that concern, they take gambles that end up 
catastrophically, but could stave off loss.) 

(Germany concerned that if they waited until 1917 when Russians built up, with 
French help, they would be as outnumbered on land as they were at sea. And also 
concerned to address concerns of Austria-Hungary. So "better war now than later.” 
Better to risk a gamble now, than to see additional losses. (See Snyder in latest IS). 
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Thursday, April 14,16 
5:43 PM 


[? My understanding of Thirties and WWII wasn’t bad. WWI mysterious, then and 
still.] 

[I.e., my understanding of events, retrospectively or even at the time, from birth to 
15 was good enough. (Even, A-bomb, contrary toother Americans!) My 
misinformation starts when I started to become politically interested and 
"informed." That's when (especially after Czech coup in early 1948, rejection of 
marshall plan by soviets, Berlin blockade; finally, Korea) started to believe the 
presidential and government line (abandoning Harry’s radical understanding! 
Which saw SU moves as defensive! Saw Greek civil war as counter-revolutionary on 
our side: Truman Doctrine. I saw him as biased—he was—and "apologetic" for 
Stalin. Yet he was more right than the Cold War line I absorbed. Whether Hiss was 
a Communist—or Oppenheimer!—I still don’t know.] 

As true for other Americans. Most until today ! What does this say about what 
"most Americans,” (including young, or not? Most? As in Vietnam!—most believed 
USG line, didn’t oppose.) 

I had no idea then (or in most cases, until this spring, up to 70 years later!) 

-Real reasons for Hiroshima and Nagasaki (non-) "decisions." (A clue from 
Hammond on Hiroshima, 1960? Gar Alperovitz, 1965. (Did I read this before going 
to Vietnam? Or long after? As I did Scheer on reasons for Vietnam.) (LATEST, just 
last two days! To keep SU out of occupation of Japan, and surrender negotiations!] 

-Why Japan surrendered. (Just tonight: Rhodes convinced by Hasegawa; SU entry: 
see file tonight on Hiroshima, under Carey Files) 

-TONIGHT: 4/14/16 11:00 PM: The NEED to justify Hiroshima, and the EFFECTS 
(SOUGHT AND ACHIEVEDJby the official justification: a) less (what 1 supposed until 
now) to protect officials like Truman, Stimson, Conant, from condemnation, 
incrimination (risked newly by Hersey’s Hiroshima in 1946), or (b) to conceal the 
real motives, precursor to Cold War, influence on relations with SU; but both aim 
and effect, especially in Conant's mind in 1946, stimulating and editing the 
Stimson/Bundy article that set the history for ever since: to avoid American public 
rejection of the nuclear first-use policy underlying the forthcoming (in their minds) 
Cold War and NATO. The Bomb had to be seen as potentially justifiable, especially 
as threat (unlike Japan use), and crucially effective and essential in its one, 
transcendent use, its "success" in ending WWII and saving a million US lives, and 
Japanese too, an unequivocal "necessary," lesser-evil use in its one historical 
precedent, thus a clear potential (even, presumption of legitimate use in hands of 
American president: need for monopoly or superiority). Conant feared not so much 
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recriminations over past but refusal to use it (and diminished effectiveness of 
threatening it, credibility, readiness to use, expectation by adversary) in future, 
looking forward! (In other words, Stimson article was primarily an instrument in 
the new Cold war, more than a retrospective justification of use in the last war.) 
THEY did NOT want Hiroshima/Nagasaki to be the last use of the atom bomb 
(which Conant saw as a necessary complement to, though not a substitute for, 
conventional force in Europe—as when he became High commissioner in Germany!- 
-). Ironically, he did NOT see the H-bomb as necessary in this role (he may even 
have underestimated the political costs, at home and abroad, of not being first with 
H-bomb, though he was right it was not needed for military purposes, at least Type I 
deterrence. H was relevant to Type II! Conant seems to have overlooked this in 
1949, along with Oppenheimer (who counted on tac nucs). But maybe they both 
saw it in terms of the Teller-Ulam design; it may explain why they abandoned their 
resistance (not just for reasons of political inevitability, or new feasibility: after all, if 
the Teller-Ulam design was still "an evil thing in itself," a greater evil, then 
feasibility wouldn’t make it better. But perhaps Fermi and Rabi saw the Teller 
Super as necessarily evil, nothing but evil, in no way "necessary," and capable ONLY 
of massively genocidal use, necessarily huge and even unlimited. Maybe they 
really6 weren't so opposed to the 

Teller-Ulam design, despite its being ominous in itself (like their A-bomb: ominous, 
but supposedly, and plausible, useful if not necessary.) 


-US desire to lock Western Europe into US economic sphere, "system": as motive for 
rearming Germany, Marshall Plan, NATO. 

-Concern of US and West Europe about German resurgence and aggression and 
independence, not only about Soviet influence and possible incursions. (Czech coup, 
followed by Berlin blockade, overshadowed the otherwise-obvious reason to be 
apprehensive about Germans; a "prejudice" of the French (and British, etc.) 

—US/French/UK desire for a (West) German state (secret talks in early 1948, 
combining of zones, then new Deutschmark, threatening viability of East Berlin: as 
background and provocation to Berlin blockade). (First postwar US nuclear FU 
threat, if not counting Truman/Iran in 1946). (This is clear precursor to US nuclear 
FU threat as foundation of NATO, especially after Korea—and failure of Lisbon 
goals.) 

-Secret desire for West German rearmament, as key to economic recovery of 
Germany (after Marshall Plan expires in spring 1952) and of West Europe, within US 
sphere (not independent, neutral, negotiating with and "accommodating to” SU and 
trading with SU. 

-This as severe provocation to SU: probably not remotely feasible without US 
nuclear monopoly at the time. Likewise, maintaining status of West Berlin 
(US/French/UK occupation) inside East Germany. 
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Two largely unrecognized achievements of US atomic diplomacy, otherwise 
unattainable. (Like, maintaining south Vietnam, 1956-60, deterring NVN offensive 
down the coast). (And perhaps, according to Truman, getting SU out of Azerbaijan. 
Or were there other factors in 1946? SU desire for rapprochement, good relations, 
aid?) 

-Degree of concern, and justification for it, by Soviets about Germany (This would 
have seemed obvious, except for above); and the influence this had shaping SU 
policy: need both for buffer zone and for harsh control of it (especially given US/UK 
plans to rearm Germany). 

—All this (especially after Czech coup and Berlin blockade) as underpinning for Cold 
War. 

-NATO as aimed primarily at controlling West Europe (not "protecting” it from SU 
militarially). Keeping it in US economic sphere, rather than negotiating/trading 
with SU or being "neutral,” independent, possibly forming a bloc excluding the US. 

-And in particular, NATO being aimed at controlling West Germany (while keeping 
Germany divided, East under tight, and repulsive, SU control: better than a united 
Germany not in NATO). 

--MIC aim of selling weapons to NATO Europe (AS IN LAST 15 YEARS OF 
EXPANSION!)—financed by USG spending. 

-Soviet fear of a nuclear-armed Germany; relation of this to Soviet pressure on 
Berlin, Berlin crisis 1958-62.. (Ulam, Trachtenberg, TR). (Steinbruner cites 
German Starfighters with nuclear weapons aboard as of 1960; AE Committee finds 
this in 1960, but holds secret; Steinbruner 

-Prior to C-I: JFK support of that; but after that, JFK/RFK determination on regime 
change in Cuba. And Khrushchev and Castro correct belief in this. 

-Mongoose (EGL! RFK! (no hint of this in my relations with EGL 1965-67, RFK 
1967-68; or until Church committee, 1975-76). 

-US invasion plans, exercises, Northwoods (!). (Despite my seeing updated plans in 
June, 1961. I thought they were half-assed, as they were; yet directed by JFK, 
puzzlingly!) 

-These as key motives for Cuban Missile Crisis, C-II! (not recognized by “experts” 
outside DDP (not known even to DDI! Or half of ExComm) until 1975/1989 
(Hershberg)/1991-92! Or by me, in 1964-75 (despite relationship with EGL and 
RFK), despite SI, T, K, I clearances in 1964! 








--US regime change in Iran; Guatemala (until Wise and Ross, Invisible Government, 
Jan. 1964: mentions Special Group (5812? 303? 40) (start of my nuclear crisis 
study) 


4 


-Kennan and Bohlen alternative view of SU as defensive and reactive, capable of 
political and economic containment, not threat to West Europe; possibilities of 
unified and disarmed and neutral Germany (opposed by Truman/Nitze/Acheson 
team] Kennan on NFU. (I first heard this view, I think, from Dick Barnet in 
Cambridge, 1971, just before PP came out). 

[Note what I didn’t know even as a high-level consultant and official Insider, with 
high clearances! Like other Insiders! See Ideology II (elaboration of NC on 
ideology). 

(On SI: TG as an example of SI being not only misinterpreted, but deliberately 
distorted, and used to deceive. 

C-II "attack” on Banes site (NST history still wrong): example of misinterpretation of 
SI (yet, paradoxically, suggesting a right result, when no other Insiders at the time 
got it right: SAM not fired by K orders. Even K didn't know what had happened! Or 
Castro! (False Cuban rumors, probably sincere.) 






